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Sun (-26.7)

Full moon (-12.6)

BRIGHTER —

Venus (at brightest) (- 4.4)
—— Sirius (brightest star) (-1.44)

—— Naked eye limit (+6.0)
— Binocular limit (+10.0)

Pluto (+15.1)

Hubble Space Telescope and large
Earth-based telescopes (+30.0)

With greater distance from the star, its light is spread
over a larger area and its apparent brightness is less.

The inverse-square law describes how quickly the
brightness of an object changes with distance.
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