
How to give a talk

Why?  What?  To whom?  When?  Where?  (the 5Ws)



Different fonts, sizes, copy/paste (Time New Roman, 24 points)

Different fonts, sizes, copy/paste (Times New Roman, 32 points)

Different fonts, sizes, copy/paste (Cambria Math)

Different fonts, sizes, copy/paste (Elephant)

不同字型、大小（新細明體；32號字）

不同字型、大小 Chen’s （標楷體；32號字）

不同字型、大小 Chen’s（標楷體＋Times New Roman；32號字）

不同字型、大小（特明體＋Times New Roman；32號字）
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44 point, Times New Roman

32 point, Times New Roman

32 point, LM Roman 9

32 point, LM Roman 9, Italic



An example of a 
colloquium announcement 

with layers of assorted, eye-catching 
information 



An example of an 
award lecture 



How to give a talk (cont.)



How to give a talk (cont.)



Exercise: 

• Give an “elevator talk”, about your research project. 

• Limitations (How long, which elevator ) ? 

To whom?  

What do they care?  

Why should they care?  Why should you?



How to do a presentation …

Why?  What?  To whom?  When?  Where?

• Be prepared (to show only 10% of what you 

know/prepare)

• Be confident

• Practice efficient language

• Use proper media (overhead, slides, PowerPoint; 

words only, blackboard …)

• Write legibly (text & graphics)
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How to be an audience?





Publication of a Journal Paper

• Original research results

• Nature of the paper? Targeted readership?

• Leading astronomy/astrophysics journals

– Astrophysical Journal (ApJ) 

– Astronomical Journal (AJ)

– Astronomy & Astrophysics (A&A)

– Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society (MNRAS)

– Icarus

– Publication of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific (PASP)

– PASJ, PASA, RAA…



• What about Nature, Science, Ann Rev Astron & Astrophy?

• Name 1-2 recently established journals not listed above.

• Select a personal “model” paper.  In one paragraph, describe 

its main contents.  In another paragraph, explain why it is 

your model paper.
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