
Astrophysics Seminar 2007 Spring

• To Read
journal papers, news, …, anything

• To Present
how to show (what you want to show) by a 
talk?  By a poster? 

• To Write
• To Listen 

how to be an audience
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• Do a survey, as comprehensive as possible, of journals 

that publish astronomy- and astrophysics-related 
research results.  Which of them have associated 
publications, e.g., letters or supplements?  

• How often does each journal publish?  
In what language?  
(By what publisher?)  
(Do we subscribe to it?)  …

• How does the ‘style’ of each journal differ from each 
other?  Note the title, abstract, references.  

• Zoom in to one particular ‘core’ journal and browse 
through one recent paper in it.  Do the same for one off-
core journal.  

• What is the Science Citation Index?



How to do a presentation …

Why?  What?  To whom?  When?  Where?
• Be prepared (to show only 10% of what 

you know/prepare)
• Be confident
• Practice efficient language
• Use proper media (overhead, slides, 

PowerPoint; words only, blackboard …)
• Write legibly (text & graphics)
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How to do a presentation …
Why?  What?  To whom?  When?  Where?

• Be prepared 
ready to show only 10% of what you know/prepare

• Be confident

• Practice efficient language

• Use proper media 
overhead, slides, PowerPoint; words only, blackboard …

• Write legibly (text & graphics)



How to do a presentation (cont.)

• Exercise gestures/body language (walk 
around sometimes) 

• Do NOT block the screen

• Stick to the time limit

• Pay attention to your audience

• Sprinkle a touch of humor (yes, only a 
touch!)



How to be an audience?

• Homework/preview work
• Learn a thing or/then two 
• Do NOT chat with others
• Ask questions
• …
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• Choose one paper in the Astrophysical 
Journal (ApJ) Centennial issue.  What is 
the paper about?  By whom?  State your 
impression of the paper.

• Choose one paper in the 1st issue of the 
ApJ.  Do the same.

• What is the “astro-ph”?  Write a small 
essay with your own words.



Reference Styles
Nature

Astrophysical Journal

Annual Review of Astronomy and Astrophysics


