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A Journey to the West
─ My Sabbatical AdventuresWen-Ping Chen（陳文屏）National Central University

Itinerary
• Guanzhou, China, 2018.06.28~30

• Xinjiang, China (Xinjiang Astronomical Observatory) Urumqi, 
Nanshan, Muztagata, 2018.06.28~08.15

• NCU, 2018.08.15~09.02

• Kolkata, India (S. N. Bose Centre for Basic Sciences), 
2018.09.02~08

• Nailital (Aryabhatta Research Institute of Observational Sciences, 
ARIES), 2018.09.03~10.17

• Pilani, Birla Institute of Technology and Science (BITS), 
2018.10.17~21

• NCU, 2018.10.21~

EARTH AT NIGHT
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新疆維吾爾自治區 (Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region) 

Area1,664,900 km²=1/6 China=1/2 India

Xinjian Astronomical Observatory (XAO)
• Urumqi 烏魯木齊（迪化）… headquarter
• Nanshan 南山 … established
• Qitai 奇台 TAOS/BEST … developing
• Muztaga 慕士塔格峰 to be developedLarge OIR Telescope (LOT; 10 m)

2018.07.01~05 Star Cluster 
Meeting @XAO

The NCU Team

The observatory sites in Xinjiang
Urumqi to Nanshan 60 kmUrumqi to Qitai 260 km

Team to Muztaga

11

Team to Qitai
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From
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Qitai In the ASIAA basement

In the XAO basement
 Most known exoplanets around sun-like stars
 Efforts now on M dwarfs
 But what about brightest stars (difficult to observe) or OB stars (no disks, hostile environs, binarity, etc.)
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Gaia plx of Blanco 1

Gaia CMD of plx and PM members

Charactering the Galactic 
Star Cluster Blanco 1

Prof. Yu Zhang 張余to visit NCU for a month 2018.11/12 to complete the project

20 hours of lectures

10 hours of lectures on “Technical Writing”

Second dinner party, before I departed …
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Bose Centre

Soumen Mondal and family
Lecture in the 

Fermion Room

Somnath Dutta and Alik Panja visited NCU 2017/2018 for 2 months, and continued to work on M36 stars/YSOs with CO data (Purple Mt. Obs.)Devendra Ojha to visit NCU in March 2019

30 Myr old?
Queen Victoria Memorial

China Town

ARIES, Nailital
陳錦威

姜博識

洪莉雯

李建德

胡佳伶

王品方

張鼎成
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Bhimtal
Devasthal

Kainchi Dham

Devasthal Observatory El=2450 m
Seeing 0.6” 

The 3.6 m telescope, 
the largest in Asia

1.3 m DFM

4 m liquid mirror

Site 
aerial
video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=r3bsf8fCTxU
The 3.6 m Ritchey Chretien Telescope at Devasthal, India

October 4, Colloquium on BDsNIR spectroscopy (0.6 to 2.5 micron) on bright BDs (with Neelam Panwar and Anil Pandey)Imaging of BD pairs (with Saurabh Sharma)Stellar variability in star clusters (with Sneh Lata)Prof. Pandey to visit NCU starting June 2019?

Neelam Panwar and Anil Pandey

ARIES students in the class “Interstellar Medium and Star Formation”

Spectacular view of the Himalayas from Kausani … with the Trisul and Nanda Devi (7816 m) peaks …

Kainchi Dham
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BITS (Birla Institute of Technology and Science) @Pilani
Saraswati Temple

Kaushar Vaidya

Rishi Vaidya

Vihn and Ruhn

Haveli in Mandawa... the "airy" house

EDEN (Exoearth Discovery and Exploration Network)

July 29 Mr. Ou 歐佳宇 took a test run … 

August 28 the processed LOT light curves came in … 
< 2 mmag accuracy with 10 min binning w/o detrending
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 NCU joins as a major partner (contributing 1-m class telescope 

time > 100 nights per year) along with U of  Arizona/Steward 
Obs., Vatican Obs., & MPIA, plus several minor partners.

 To monitor nearby late-type M dwarfs to search for 
(transiting events by) exoplanets in the habitable zones

 To follow up TESS discoveries 

 The first run in Sep: 3/5 clear nights with LCs of two 
targets.  Next run in Oct 3/5.

You are invited … for exoplanet science, for stellar 
variability, etc.

湯士昀

 Discovery of L dwarfs in this 
nearby star cluster

李建德
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黃柏傑
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An adventurous novel published in the Ming Dynasty in the 16th century, 
with authorship often attributed to 吳承恩 (1506~1582)

A portrait of of Xuanzang（玄奘, 
602~664, “Tripitaka” in Sanskrit）, 
the pilgrim who traveled to India, 
passing Pakistan, Nepal, 
Bangladesh, spending 18 years, to 
bring sacred scriptures of Buddhism 
back to China.

One of the English versions, by Author 
Waley, published in 1942, “Adventures 
of 
the Monkey God”.

Sun Wukong（孫悟空）the rebel body guard

西遊記

A Monkey God Temple

Conclusions

• It was a fruitful adventure, scientifically and culturally, by visiting many places, meeting with old acquaintances, making new ones, and teaching under different settings.
• “What matters is not how many hours you work in a day; 

it is how long you get to concentrate in a stretch.”   
• My geographical ignorance has been alleviated a bit; my experience with the Chinese and Indian ways of living has deepened and broadened.  Languages in Thailand, 
Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar, etc.

• The monk, now with the scriptures, is fully energized.


