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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/0a/Bluestraggler.jpg�
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Cartwheel Galaxy HST - WFPC2

PAS5-02 - ST S¢l OPO - January 1995 « K. Borne (5T Sal), NASA 12/23/94 zg|
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it KBE (near-Earth objects, NEOs) Hyf&3E

Apollo Aten Amor
Semimajor Axis 2 1.0 AU Semimajor Axis < 1.0 AU 1.02 AU < Perihelion £1.3 AU

Perihelion £1.02 AU Aphelion £1.0167 AU
Earth Crossing Earth Crossing

Ny

——

Near-Earth Population

62% of known asteroids

Inner Earth Objects (IEOs)
Aphelion <0.983 AU
Always inside Earth’s orbit - 32% of known asteroids
(aka Apohele)

6% of known asteroids

6 known asteroids

FnithIk ez i EEEHE < 0.05 AU BEEFEZIK > BER
bas K B2 (potentially hazardous objects, PHOS)
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Near —Earth Asteroid Tracklng
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TAOS

2006 Feb 06 three TAQOS telescopes detected a
predicted occultation of TYC 076200961 (m,, ~
11.83) by (286) Iclea (m,, ~ 14.0 mag, D~ 97 km)

Stellar occultation by Asteroid (286) Iclea
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Collision course?

http://www.planetary.org/html/new
s/articlearchive/headlines/2002/195
ODA.htm
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Scientific American November 2003, pp. 54-61

The Asteroid Tugboat

Russell L. Schweickart, Edward T. Lu, Piet Hut
and Clark R. Chapman

Mercury, November-December 2003, pg 15

ARE ASTRONOMERS CRYING WOLF?

By generating scary headlines, NEO searches have
become a victim of their own success.
David Morrison

http://nal.arc.nasa.gov/impact/
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